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An introduction to Immanuel Kant’s theory of ethics
- Religion and Ethics Unit 2
Unit Information, log and tracker
(www.goffsrs.com)
Overview of Religion and Ethics Unit 1 & 2
What you need to know for this unit as a whole over the next year:
· Introduction 

· Utilitarianism (non-religious)

· Situation Ethics (religious)


· Kantian Ethics (non-religious)

· Natural Law Theory (Greek philosophy and Catholic Theology)

· Applied Ethics: abortion (religious and non-religious)

· Applied Ethics: euthanasia (religious and non-religious)

· Religious Views on the Nature and Value of Human Life

· Religious Views of the Created World

· Environmental Ethics (both local and worldwide)

Overview of the Kantian Ethics Unit
What you need to know for this Unit:
· Kant’s deontological approach; reason and morality; contrast with teleological approaches

· The importance of duty in Kant’s ethics
· The categorical imperative
· The summum bonum

· Can reason be the basis of a successful ethical system?

· T he strengths and weaknesses of Kant’s ideas as an ethical system

· How coherent is Kant’s idea of the summum bonum?

· Are Kant’s ideas about human beings realistic?

· How compatible are these aspects of Kant’s ethics with a religious approach to ethics?
· How does Kantian Ethics work in practice

Unit Topic Areas
	Topic
	Content
	Reading
	Understood?

	Kant’s deontological approach


	You will look at the general principles of Kantian Ethics, especially Kant’s emphasis on deontological ethics as opposed to teleological ethics.
	Bowie, R. (2008) AQA Religious Ethics AS (Cheltenham: Nelson Thornes) – p. 49

Oliphant, J. (2011) AQA Religious Ethics for AS and A2 (London: Rutledge) pp. 103 - 108 

Thompson. M. (1999) Ethical Theory (London: Hodder & Stoughton) – Ch. 3
	((((

	The importance of duty in Kant’s ethics


	We will evaluate Kant’s idea of duty and whether we could act according to what other people think is our ‘duty’. Do we all agree on duty?
	Bowie, R. (2008) AQA Religious Ethics AS (Cheltenham: Nelson Thornes) – pp. 50-52
Oliphant, J. (2011) AQA Religious Ethics for AS and A2 (London: Rutledge) p. 107
	((((

	The categorical imperative


	This is a key idea of Kant’s ethics and must be understood in order for us to explain how deontological decisions are made and work in Kant’s ethics. You must compare this to the hypothetical imperative and know ‘a priori’ from ‘a posteriori’.
	Bowie, R. (2008) AQA Religious Ethics AS (Cheltenham: Nelson Thornes) – pp. 48 – 49 & 52 - 53
Oliphant, J. (2011) AQA Religious Ethics for AS and A2 (London: Rutledge) pp. 109 - 113
	((((

	The summum bonum


	For Kant, ethics leads to the common good, or common will - summum bonum. For Kant, this is the highest form of good, but what does he mean by ‘good’? We will evaluate whether this is true in practice.


	Bowie, R. (2008) AQA Religious Ethics AS (Cheltenham: Nelson Thornes) – pp. 50 – 51

Oliphant, J. (2011) AQA Religious Ethics for AS and A2 (London: Rutledge) p. 114 
	((((

	Are Kant’s ideas about human beings realistic?


	We will evaluate whether Kant fully understands human nature. Do humans all have a sense of duty? Do we follow agreed upon rules categorically? Or is this too unrealistic.
	Bowie, R. (2008) AQA Religious Ethics AS (Cheltenham: Nelson Thornes) – p. 54 – 57
Oliphant, J. (2011) AQA Religious Ethics for AS and A2 (London: Rutledge) pp. 114 - 115
	((((

	How compatible are these aspects of Kant’s ethics with a religious approach to ethics?
	We will evaluate just how ‘rational’ and scientific Kant’s ethics are and whether the summum bonum depends on religious belief. We will also compare to Divine Command Theory, Situation Ethics and Natural Law. 
	Bowie, R. (2008) AQA Religious Ethics AS (Cheltenham: Nelson Thornes) – p. 56

Oliphant, J. (2011) AQA Religious Ethics for AS and A2 (London: Rutledge) pp. 117 - 118
	((((

	How practical are Kant’s Ethics
	We will use Kantian ethics to solve a number of examples of ethical dilemmas, such as genetic engineering and environmental issues.
	Oliphant, J. (2011) AQA Religious Ethics for AS and A2 (London: Rutledge) pp. 118 – 119
Thompson. M. (1999) Ethical Theory (London: Hodder & Stoughton) – p. 90
	((((

	Strengths and weaknesses
	You will study how to evaluate the strengths, weaknesses and limitations of Kantian Ethics.
	Bowie, R. (2008) AQA Religious Ethics AS (Cheltenham: Nelson Thornes) – p. 54 – 57

Oliphant, J. (2011) AQA Religious Ethics for AS and A2 (London: Rutledge) pp. 114 - 115
	((((

	Essay Practice
	You practice, prepare and then sit a timed essay on Situation Ethics.
	Oliphant, J. (2011) AQA Religious Ethics for AS and A2 (London: Rutledge) pp. 120
	((((


Unit Reflection Audit
	Topic
	Exam confident?
	Areas for revision improvement

	Kant’s deontological approach; reason


	((
	

	The importance of duty in Kant’s ethics


	((
	

	The categorical imperative


	((
	

	The summum bonum


	((
	

	Are Kant’s ideas about human beings realistic?


	((
	

	How compatible are these aspects of Kant’s ethics with other religious approaches.
	((
	

	How practical are Kant’s Ethics
	((
	

	Strengths and weaknesses
	((
	

	Essay practice
	((
	


What did you enjoy about this unit?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What didn’t you enjoy?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Glossary of Key Words, Terms and Concepts
Key Concepts to Include:- 
Deontological:


________________________________________________________________________________________
Absolute: ________________________________________________________________________________________
Copernican Revolution: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
A posterior: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
A priori: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Autonomy: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Duty: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Good will: ________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________
Categorical imperative:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Hypothetical imperative:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Kingdom of ends:

________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________
Law:

________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
Maxim:

________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

Universalisability:

________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________

Summum bonum:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Key thinkers/Scholars

	Immanuel Kant
	W.D. Ross



Recommended Books

· Bowie, R. (2008) AQA Religious Studies AS (Cheltenham: Nelson Thornes)
· Oliphant, J. (2011) AQA Religious Ethics for AS and A2 (London: Rutledge) 
· Thompson, M. (1999) Ethical Theory (London: Hodder & Stoughton) 

· Vardy, P. (1999) The Puzzle of Ethics (London: Fount)
Possible Essay Question
0 1 Explain the importance Kant placed upon doing one’s duty (30 marks).

And
0 2 “Assess the claim that doing one’s duty is the most important part of Kantian ethics.”
How far do you agree? (15 marks)

Exam tips: 

· Make sure you demonstrate your knowledge and understanding (what you actually know) by selective application of what a question requires you to explain. Don’t go off on tangents or waffle.

· Show off your analytical skills by discussing different points of view, even if you don’t agree with them! It is important to weigh up the merits as well as the flaws of all view points when demonstrating your evaluative skills.

· The examiners are also looking for strong synoptic skills, which not only show that you can identify differing viewpoints and perspectives, but also recognise how these viewpoints came about, who holds them and why they conflict with other perspectives in terms of different peoples/groups desired sociological outcomes. Also, you need to illustrate the importance these views/perspectives had or still have the study of the sociology of the media as a whole.
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A chance to run around and NOT shoot anybody!



Covered in this booklet!








